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The identified gaps underscore the importance of

addressing resource limitations, enhancing e
international collaboration, navigating legal and ‘? J NEED FOR BETTER INTERNATIONAL

ethical complexities, and promoting knowledge COLLABORATION & KNOWLEDGE SHARING

sharing to overcome operational hurdles and
achieve impactful results in complex security
environments.

Battlefield Forensics must be recognised as a multifaceted

and unique scientific discipline
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CAN A HOLISTIC BATTLEFIELD FORENSICS FRAMEWORK
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WHAT IS BATTLEFIELD FORENSICS?
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Working with

NATO

as a Case Study

A Regional NATO’s North-
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Source: Multinational Corps Northeast, Szczecin, Poland.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?
WHAT IS COLLECTED?
BY WHOM?

WHO OWNS IT?
HOW DO WE SHARE IT?

Ready to “Fight Tonight”
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ldentification and Recovery in @

Multinational Environment

MN: Multinational

DSA: Division Support Area

BSA: Brigade Support Area

SA: Support Area

R1: Role 1 Medical Treatment Facility

XXX

R2: Role 2 Medical Treatment Facility

R3: Role 3 Medical Treatment Facility

MSR: Main Supply Route

SR Supply Route

NSE: National Support Element
XXX: Corps

XX: Division (DIV)

X: Brigade (Bde)

II: Battlegroup (BG)

— XXX —
MN CORPS

XX

MN Bde

FORESEEN CHALLENGES

1. HIGH NUMBER OF
CASUALTIES

2. MULTINATIONAL
ENVIRONMENT

3. NON-PERMISSIVE AREAS

4. DIFFERENT NATIONAL
PROTOCOLS

5. LIMITED RECOURSES

6. LACK OF
IDENTIFICATION
STANDARD

/. RISK OF MISPLACEMENT
OR MISIDENTIFICATION



=
v—
=
v—

Challenges with Military Victim

ldentification

DOCTRINE DEFICIANCY:

DOCTRINES NEEDS TO BE FIT FOR PURPOSE (ARTICLE V VS COIN)

REQUIREMENT FOR OPTIMISED HARMONISATION (HN, CIV FORENSICS)

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

NATIONAL CAPABILITIES & CAVEATS?

DISPARITY IN IDENTIFICATION PROTOCOLS:

* NATIONS WILL FOLLOW THEIR OWN |IDENTIFICATION
PROTOCOLS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL
* RECOVERY, TRANSPORTATION AND IDENTIFICATION IS A

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY.

DIFFICULT CONDITIONS FOR SEARCH & RECOVERY:

HIGH-INTENSITY CONFLICTS WITH LIMITED MOBILITY

* URBAN WARFARE OR CONTESTED RURAL AREAS

e LIMITED FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT: ACTIVE FIGHTING,

CONTAMINATED AREAS, OCCUPIED AREAS ETC

« DRONES

What are the challenges when
operating in an international
environment like a NATO
Multinational Deterrence and
Defence Mission?

HIGH CASUALTY RATES AND LIMITED RESOURCES:

*  MASS CASUALTIES DURING A SINGLE OPERATION CAN OVERWHELM
EXISTING IDENTIFICATION RESOURCES: MORTUARY SERVICES, FORENSICS
EXPERTS, BIOMETRIC DATABASES

*  LACK OF MULTINATIONAL COORDINATION

*  CIVLAND MIL CASUALTIES MIXED TOGETHER

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT:

*  MULTINATIONAL FORCES USING THE SAME PATTERN IN UNIFORMS

*  SAME TYPE OF EQUIPMENT

¢ FAST-MOVING AND CHAOTIC SITUATIONS = MISIDENTIFICATION

LACK OF NATIONAL MILITARY ID DATABASE

NO STANDARD FOR “MILITARY DATABASE" WITH DNA, DENTAL,

FINGERPRINTS..

¢ COLLECTING INFORMATION ACROSS NATIONAL LINES = DELAYS IN

CONFIRMING IDENTITIES

* LACK OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

e WHAT IS NATO'S ROLE?



How could we improve?

UPDATED NATO DOCTRINE AND NATIONAL PROTOCOLS

@ * WORKING GROUPS AND INTERAGENCY CONFERENCES CAN A HOLISTIC BATTLEFIELD FORENSICS FRAMEWORK
BE DEVELOPED? Criminal

Prosecution (BE)

(7~ ) ° INTERNATIONAL GUIDELINES \/ Intelligence (TE)

NATIONAL MILITARY ID DATABASES Force Protection ' Intelligence
LEGAL FRAMEWORK (NATIONALLY AND FOR : % MRS SIO= sl @ :
D Targeting (TE) (POLICE & SECURITY SERVICES Puplic Safety
o — COLLABORATION) : :
(= ¢ COORDINATED EFFORT BETWEEN NATIONS Could Support Criminal : 5 Emergency
Prosecution (BE) Management

* UPTO DATE IDENTIFICATION STANDARDS

BATTLEFIELD FORENSICS FRAMEWORK
NATO DNA DATABASE?

Battlefield Unidentified

*  DATA FROM UNIDENTIFIED FALLEN SOLDIERS , @ [ ,
Evidence 5 Contributers
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COLLABORATION WITH GOV/CIV AGENCIES AND Ald ;o anes
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Commercial
Eﬁf ORGANISATIONS
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e SPECIALISED DVI AGENCIES Pre-conflict Conflict Post-conflict
« ACADEMIA



Call to Action

g@\ HOW IS YOUR NATION
CONTRIBUTING TO BATTLEFIELD
FORENSICS?

)
S3'  WHAT IS YOUR NATIONS
FORENSICS STRATEGIES?

Battlefield Forensics Survey — 15 minutes

é WHAT CHALLENGES ARE YOU
[‘ DEALING WITH?

Eﬁ\ SOLUTIONS AND COLLABORATIONS?
7
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