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Environment
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Technical Exploitation Process in a NATO area of operation  -> Management? 
Capabilities? Coordination with HN and NGOs?



Introduction to the Battlefield Forensics Project

CHALLENGES OF LIMITED RESOURCES 

AND CAPACITY

NEED FOR BETTER INTERNATIONAL 

COLLABORATION & KNOWLEDGE SHARING

COLLECTIVE MEMORY LOSS IN A 

MILITARY CONTEXT

The identified gaps underscore the importance of 
addressing resource limitations, enhancing 

international collaboration, navigating legal and 
ethical complexities, and promoting knowledge 

sharing to overcome operational hurdles and 
achieve impactful results in complex security 

environments.

LIMITED UNDERSTANDING – WHAT IS 

BATTLEFIELD FORENSICS? 

Photo credit: US NAVY TE Aintp-10 2021 TE and BE Report JALLC DEC 2023 VERY LITTLE PLANNING AND PREPERATION

Battlefield Forensics must be recognised as a multifaceted 
and unique scientific discipline



Current Challenges
"Ukraine's Prosecutor have logged over 126,000 war crime cases 
according to Yuriy Belousov, Head of War Crimes Unit in Ukraine’s 
Prosecutors Office." -REUTERS 16 APR 24.

"Currently, the Register of Persons Missing under special Circumstances" 
contains over 59,000 entries". - Commissioner for Persons Missing under Special 

Circumstances, Artur Dobroserdov, SEP 24.

"Human trafficking, which was already on the increase because 
of the country’s worsening economic conditions and resultant 
labor emigration, has been further exacerbated by the war 
waged by Russia in Ukraine".- Global Organized Crime Index, 2023.

"Recent evidence shows early signs that organized arms trafficking is on the 
rise in Ukraine"- Global Initiative- SEP 24

"The dud rate of Russian munitions is between 10 and 30 percent, with cluster 
munitions reaching 40%. In 2022 Russia alone fired around 11 million artillery 
rounds, which might amount to over 2 million UXO on the territory of Ukraine left 
from artillery shells in 2022 only." GLOBSEC 2024
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PRESENT:
2003-2023
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Beyond 2023





WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?
WHAT IS COLLECTED?

BY WHOM?
WHO OWNS IT?

HOW DO WE SHARE IT?

Ready to “Fight Tonight”
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FORESEEN CHALLENGES

1. HIGH NUMBER OF 

CASUALTIES

2. MULTINATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENT

3. NON-PERMISSIVE AREAS

4. DIFFERENT NATIONAL 

PROTOCOLS

5. LIMITED RECOURSES

6. LACK OF 

IDENTIFICATION 

STANDARD

7. RISK OF MISPLACEMENT 

OR MISIDENTIFICATION



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

What are the challenges when 
operating in an international 

environment like a NATO 
Multinational Deterrence and 

Defence Mission?
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Im ag e : In te rp ol
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HOW  IS YOUR NATION 

CONTRIBUTING TO BATTLEFIELD 

FORENSICS?

WHAT IS YOUR NATIONS 

FORENSICS STRATEGIES?

SOLUTIONS AND COLLABORATIONS?

WHAT CHALLENGES ARE YOU 

DEALING WITH?

Battlefield Forensics Survey – 15 minutes

mailto:Rikke.rietveld.365@cranfield.ac.uk​
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