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Introduction The “Fake News” Board Game

Since entering the post-truth digital age, awareness in false information spreading online has

iIncreased rapidly. Despite this increased awareness it remains a serious problem, with

Russian and Chinese state disinformation campaigns proving effective on online social

networks (OSNSs), impacting the wider UK political landscape. There are many areas of
iIntervention across the mis- and disinformation landscape, including machine learning
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— T Originally created in a collaboration between the DROG, Jon
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— — game Is a collaborative board game for 4 players that educates
players in creating “fake news” articles. Players work together to
create misinforming articles from templates on a topic, in the
style of 4 different characters. Each character has different
motivations and methods for influencing public opinion.
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Dana and Fox:
Co-Conspirators!

Immigration and
integration

A Cognitive Approach: Inoculation Theory

The number N nd detention centres has

Dennis in Denial i e e

Dana and Fox have figured it out: the whole thing’s a scam, cooked up by crooks and
perpetuated by fools. Their first goal is to make readers lose their faith in the mainstream

media. No one can be trusted. The truth is out there.

They try to accomplish this by:

Accusing traditional media of hiding the truth
Ventilating speculative opinions based on a few tentative clues
Finding unlikely connections or links between events

Dennis has decided that the problem should be made to look as small as possible. He really
doesn't want issues to generate any more publicity than they already do.
He tries to accomplish this by:

Deflecting attention away from the subject at hand
Whataboutism {"yes, but what about [X]?)

Appealing to readers’fear and paranoia
Denying or obfuscating existing evidence that disputes their theories

Denying that an observation should be seen as a problem
Ignoring and leaving out inconvenient facts
Focusing on a few figures that agree with his views

Inoculation theory follows the biological
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analogy: to increase resistance to

persuasion the subject should be pre-

exposed to a weakened versionofa v =
persuaSive argument (See Flg 1) (Injecting Antigen Antibody Inoculation == |
Researchers have used inoculation _Vg‘:’:;;‘)':fg;?_;’he effect
theory in both physical and digital renas e
interventions, with participants yielding foJ<Jexe
positive results identifying false © O
information, and resisting “fake news.” (Exfe?i'!'ni g
[3]. Despite this, only a limited amount weakened
of longitudinal data exists [2].

Dana and Fox see themselves as brave, lonely providers of reliable information. Everything has

a deeper explanation, but most importantly: you can find out what's really going on by looking Dennis in Derial & convinced that the manstream medsa and those in er are exaggerating

the problem tremendously for their own nefarious purposes. He finds it important that his
readers know that sometimes, a problem isn't really a problem but only looks like one because
powerful people want it to.

Figure 2: The “Fake news game” [1]. a physical inoculation-based game to counter online disinformation.
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Figure 1: Biological and information inoculation [O]

Goal

This research focuses on understanding how the decay of inoculating effects differs
relative to whether the inoculation intervention was delivered digitally or physically.
Participants are inoculated to build resistance to disinformation using a board game,
and results are compared to the inoculation decay of other, digital disinformation

games.
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Figure 3: Experiment flowchart for the longitudinal study.

Posttest

Starting each inoculation session, participants take a pretest to measure initial resilience to false information. In groups of
4, participants then play the "Fake News” board game (See Fig. 2). The inoculation session ends with an immediate
posttest. After 9 weeks, participants are emailed a final, longitudinal posttest. This testing methodology follows that of
previous work looking at longitudinal effects of a digital “fake news” game. Results will be compared to enable a shallow

comparison between digital and physical inoculation approaches.

The pretest, iImmediate posttest, and

longitudinal posttest scores are measured by
participants scoring the persuasiveness and
reliability of 4 fake news articles. The articles
use a number of similar disinformation literary
techniques, including hyperbole, arguments

from authority, and whataboutism.

Article 3: Right-leaning

Report: British culture being watered down by European immigration

British culture is disappearing in the face of the hordes of immigrants currently invading
Britain, says a new report. The feather soft touch of the government has allowed
increasingly high levels of immigration, reducing our British identity in place of foreign
restaurants, supermarkets, and bars.

We've all seen it: the disappearing pubs

The British pub, an establishment that has quenched thirsts from the medieval era to the
industrial revolution, is slowly disappearing in UK towns along with other shops such as
butchers, bakers, and fishmongers, according to the new study. The number of pubs that
operate in the UK is now 30% less than in 2020. This is a worrying figure, and if you enjoy a
drink after a long working Friday, you should be worried.

The immigration problem

A new report by the Citizen’s Centre for British Culture and Tourism (CCBCT) has blamed this
on “chaos at the borders”. The report claims “the unchecked immigration from European
countries such as Hungary, Poland, and Romania has watered down British buildings and
British values. Selfish immigrants from Hungary and Poland are intentionally spelling the end
of what it is to be British”.

Charles Barnaby, a leading expert in British culture, has suggested that leaders at the top
need to rule with an iron fist: “Those who campaigned to us get out of the European Union
understood the dangers of this unchecked immigration. Current leaders are turning a blind
eye!”

Our current home secretary, Priti Patel, claims to have a tough approach to immigration.
Maybe she needs glasses — she may be better than the foreign-loving left, but not tough
enough! Everyone knows that what this country needs, is to be by the British, for the British.

CCBCT Report: Next Steps

The CCBCT report has outlines some next steps in maintaining hold of our British culture,
but we all know that it starts with leadership change for a political party more prepared to
tackle this rising immigration. And until that happens, we all see our British culture slowly
slips away.

Article 4: Left-leaning

Immoral: Relatives seeking asylum in the United Kingdom unable to join settled families
after immigration U-turn.

Refugees are being forced to return home after grueling small boat crossings over the
English Channel, even if they currently have family in the United Kingdom. The British
government’s sudden shrewd U-turn has visibly put the lives of many at risk.

We can all see it: government decision cuts deep for many communities

Priti Patel, the UK Home Secretary, has come under fire after introducing sudden tougher
immigration regulation without warning. The new regulation will see the return of recently
arrived refugees and asylum seekers back to their original countries. This is obviously
devastating to all, but especially children, who will be turned around even if they have
parents or other family currently in the United Kingdom.

The experts: “a question of morals”

Timothy Dunlop, an expert on immigration in Europe and the United Kingdom has called this
decision completely immoral, explaining: “immigration routes to the United Kingdom from
Europe and the wider world can take forever, whether it be by small boat, vehicle, or other.
Many men, women, and children that have already packed up their belongings, risked their
lives, and are currently en route will now be rejected.”

Priti Patel has defended the decision, claiming the United Kingdom's security is at risk,
however given her historical decisions on immigration and recent family issues one wonders
if there lies an ulterior motive.

The public are outraged

Despite the backlash from human rights organisations in both the UK and Europe, the
decision seems to now be set in stone, with the first arrivals already being turned around.
The decision has received backing from the prime minister, signaling the secretive,
inhumane direction intended by the government.

Figure 4: Articles used in the experiment testing. Two articles take a politically

Article 1: Right-leaning

Shocking facts: “Up to 100,000” migrants on their way to the United Kingdom.

Hordes of migrants in Libya are once again aching to cross over to Europe. The British
government is ignoring the problem and stubbornly maintains that nothing is wrong. The
British are worried.

Huge influx
According to new research by the Centre for Political Analysis, up to 100.000 fortune
seekers are anxiously waiting in Libya to make their way to Europe. This is a shocking rise

Europe’s “plan”

The European Union has met the new report with rejection. Jean-Claude Juncker, President
of the European Commission, called it “total nonsense”, even though everybody knows that
the number of immigrants at the gates of Europe has risen precipitously.

meantime he does nothing for European pensioners: for years, they’ve felt more and more
insecure in their financial situation and are afraid to lose their income, and Europe doesn’t
do anything about it.

There is of course always the possibility that Juncker had had one too many when he was
reading the report.

Is something being swept under the rug?

Every British person knows very well that the number of fortune seekers wanting to enter
our country through European channels is simply too large to be sustainable. This is also
acknowledged by independent experts.

“Juncker has a strong interest in sweeping the real immigration numbers under the rug”,
says Nelly Dowling, a respected immigration expert. “If he’d be telling the truth, all of
Europe would call for his resignation. So he pretends like nothing is wrong.” And in the
meantime, the United Kingdom is losing its faith in Europe more and more.

Article 2: Left-leaning

Report: refugee camps “just like in World War 11"

The situation in East European refugee camps is a total discster, says o new report. The
European Union does nothing to save refugees from a sad fate. British people and Europeans
look upon it with sorrow.

Concentration camps

Researchers at the Centre for Reliable Statistics published a report last week in which the
shocking situation in East European refugee camps was exposed. Up to a million people are
locked up in small, dirty cages without clean drinking water or enough food. This is
especially prevalent in countries like Hungary, Greece, Serbia and Slovakia.

What does the EU do?
The European Union says that the situation “warrants attention” but is “under control”.
Dmitris Avr poulos, the EU C: for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship,

stated that he was not impressed by the new numbers. The images, however, speak for
themselves: everyone with working retinas can see that it can’t go on like this.

Avramopoulos defends himself by pointing out that every European country is responsible
for its own refugee policy. But at the same time he also thinks the EU should decide how
much parental leave new fathers should be allowed to get. This is, of course, rank hypocrisy.

Avramopoulos (who by the way looks a bit like the evil Emperor Palpatine from Star Wars)
happens to be from Greece, which is one of the countries where refugee camps are far
below par. The possibility that he is trying to cover for his own government by sweeping the
truth under the carpet shouldn’t be excluded.

Experts: the situation is hopeless
Every sane British and European will understand that the European Union cannot simply
abandon these people. Many serious experts agree.

“The situation is hopeless. Under pressure from rightwing populists, Europe is doing
nothing. It's almost as if Europe has struck a backroom deal with East European leaders who
are against immigration, like Viktor Orban. Of course this is being kept hidden from the
general public”, says Henk Oostra, a world-famous scientist and statistician. Our human
values are at stake.

left-leaning position, and two articles take a politically right-leaning position.




