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Background and rationale



Background and rationale

 6-year part-time PhD in Modern Language (Russian) 
2021-27.

 I’m not a linguist, but I am a seasoned academic and 
applied defence researcher.

 Resurgent use of the term ‘maskirovka’ in the West.

 But, what does it really mean and relate to?

 Aim: Conduct the most thorough analysis and 
exposition of the term (certainly in Western research 
and literature).



Source material



Source material

 (currently) N=161 Russian military texts (articles, books, 
reports) with ‘маскировка’ in the title (1914 - 2024).

Why in title? So you know they are focusing on the topic.

 NB. ~n=100 additional citations (but no access).

 (currently) N=39 Russian military dictionaries, lexicons 
and encyclopaedia (1795 - today’s RF MOD online).



Methodology



Methodology (research questions)

1. When did the term маскировка enter the formal Russian military lexicon?

2. What does the term маскировка mean?

3. What has been the contextual framing of the term маскировка?

4. How do images support the understanding of the context?



Methodology (language-based research techniques)

 Interdisciplinary, blended, mixed methods approach of a specialised genre: Applied linguistics, 
translation studies, lexicography.

1. When did the term ‘маскировка’ enter the formal Russian military lexicon? (military dictionaries).

- Qualitative content (text) analysis, intertextual.

2. What does the term ‘маскировка’ mean? (definitions).

- Qualitative content (text) analysis (discourse), intertextual.

3. What has been the contextual framing of the term ‘маскировка’? (database of texts: context).

- Qualitative content (text) analysis (paratext).

4. How do images support the understanding of the context? (supporting images in texts).

- Multimodal analysis; intertextual.



Initial insights



Initial insights

 The largest sample of original Russian/Soviet material assembled with ‘маскировка’ in the title.

 Dictionaries:

• 1795 - 1914 only intermittent inclusion (50% of the time). Starts to challenge the assumptions and 
myth.

• 1914 - today: consistent and ever present.

• Used interchangeably alongside: mask, disguise, camouflage (Камуфляж).

 Definitions:

• Starts off short and applied to ‘army’ and ‘tactical’ activity. Over time, gets longer and more detailed.

• ‘Operational’ after the GPW (1940s), ‘Strategic’ (early 70s…Cold War geopolitics).

• Core sub-concepts of: concealment, imitation, demonstration, disinformation.

• Exposes the wider lexicon of Russian military deception-related terminology.



Wider deception-related terminology



Initial insights
 Contextual:

• Key database categories of: year, title, military branch, level of activity, current or 
historical, specific purpose, image present.

• Mostly applied to the army and the tactical level of military activity.

• Occasional emergence of SME across time.

• Different theoretical models for different contexts.

• Images as a prevalent supporting tool.

 Multimodal:

• Initial categories (TBC) include: photographs, drawings, illustrative, topographical, 
equipment, technical info and formulas, people, methods, outcomes, theories.

• To be focus of last bit of analysis (2025-26).



Summary
 The largest collection of original Russian/Soviet texts and citations assembled with 

‘маскировка’ in the title.

 Missing material (articles, books): pre-1914…where is it?

 Change and adaptation of the concept (system) across historical epochs.

 A complicated term, with consistencies and inconsistencies.

 More diversity of domestic theoretical thought than maybe assumed by the West.

 More to discover and understand! (2025-27).
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